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Must remember Sellotape!
You ready for Christmas? Are the lights up? Did you get the competition
form into Emma? Sourced a turkey? Got a tree? Family arrangements
made? Bought the presents?

As a young teenager we had an ‘old boy’ in the church my family attended
called Louis King. He was an interesting character – he had served as a
teenager in World War 1 & in 1919-21 fought with the British Army for the
Whites against the Reds in Russia. When dating his wife before they were
married he was known to have taken her sister out on the date three times
because May was taking too long to get ready!

One year, I’m 14, he’s almost 80, on the evening before
Christmas Eve, he said, “Here boy, I’ve a question
to ask,” & he pulled out a square piece of paper with,
in his wife’s handwriting, the words Charlie Revlon
on it. “Who is she?” he asked. “Is she a singer or
an author?” I smiled as I realised his wife had given
him an unsubtle hint for a present. Fortunately I’d seen
the TV ads as I’m no expert on women’s perfume but I was able to tell him he’d
need to shop at Boots & if he showed one of the assistants his piece of paper
they’d sort him out. As he returned the paper to his pocket he said, “I dunno
what all the fuss is about. She knows I love her anyway.”

While I’m glad to report Mrs King was happy that Christmas, that idea of last
minute chaos is often the picture we have of the first Christmas. Take Joseph
– leaves it until his wife is in the later stages of pregnancy before making a 3
day 90 mile journey over rough terrain to return to the town of his birth for the
census. He obviously didn’t use lastminute.com or bookaroom.com because
as her waters break he’s frantically begging the innkeeper for a lodging & ends
up delivering the baby in a cowshed. A true do it just in time kind of bloke. But
that’s not the story I read in the Bible.

When my son was born in 2007 we had this document from the midwife which
we’d discussed, agreed on & filled in about a month prior to the event called
a Birth Plan detailing where & what should happen. God’s birth plan for His
Son shows meticulous attention to detail, great advance planning, careful
revelation of how and where it will happen and the choice of the names the
baby will have. As you read the articles in this magazine hopefully you’ll
appreciate a little more of the events of the first Christmas & their significance
& come to realise the preparations were all for your benefit. Good news of
great joy!
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I name this baby Harvey Reaney Madeley
Bremner Charlton Hunter Lorimer Clarke

Jones Giles Gray
God carefully chose the names
for His Son. The prophet Isaiah
was told that the child would be
called Emmanuel, which means
God with us. That first Christmas
when He was laid in the manger,
the startling reality was God had
become human - the great
Creator of the universe lying on
the straw as a helpless babe.
God truly with us.

Joseph was told by an angel in a
dream that the baby was to be
given the name Jesus - which
means Rescuer or Saviour -
because He will save His people
from their sins. That first
Christmas His mission, His life’s
purpose was laid clear for all in
the name He was given.

Isaiah also prophesied that the
Messiah would be known as the
Prince of Peace. That first
Christmas the shepherds were
told by the angels “On earth
peace to men on whom God’s
favour rests.” Jesus later told His
disciples, “My peace I give you.
Do not let your hearts be
troubled and do not be afraid.”
We too, today can experience
His peace when we know the
reality of God with us through
accepting Jesus as our Saviour.

According to experts at the Baby
Centre, the most popular baby
names in the UK in the first six
months of 2021 :

I once came across a lad who
had 13 names - Christian name &
surname & eleven middle names.
He was amazed when without
prompting I could reel off his
middle names as they were the
surnames of the 1972 Leeds
United FA Cup winning side! His
father, like me, was a Leeds fan.

Choosing the right name for our
child is something most of us give
a lot of thought and
consideration. These days there
are websites and books devoted
to the subject, explaining the
meaning of the name and giving
examples of famous or
successful people with that
name. Family names are often
important descending the
generations.

For girls: For boys:

1. Lily 1. Muhammad
2. Amelia 2. Noah
3. Sophia 3. Oliver
4. Olivia 4. Theo
5. Ava 5. George
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Jayne’s Mince Pie Recipe

Jayne Holmes’ mince pies have been much in
demand for various charity & church events in
the village over many years. Haven Light has
persuaded her to share her special recipe.

Ingredients
2lb Self Raising flour

Tspn of salt
Tablespoon of Sugar

1lb of lard
1 Egg

Cold water to mix
Mincemeat

Method
Place all dry ingredients in a bowl.
Rub in softened lard.
Then add 1 egg and bind together with the cold
water.
Roll out and cut the bases for the mince pie tins.
Fill with mincemeat and place the cut out pastry
tops on the mincemeat, use cold water round
the edges to make sure they stick.
Bake at about 160° until lightly coloured then
allow to cool.
Sprinkle with icing sugar and enjoy!!
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When I hear the word Christmas
my heart jumps for joy, I love
Christmas and the preparation
leading up to it.

I love Christmas Carols and
songs. I have been known to
have them playing in the car
during the summer!!

I start thinking about the
next Christmas on
Boxing Day!

I love Christmas
trees, I love the
lights, I love
decorations.

I have a string of
glass beads that
go on the tree
every year. They
belonged to my
Grandma and went
on her Christmas tree every year.
I also have a Robin that sits on
the tree who has lost his feathers
but he still has pride of place.

I love making mince pies. The
first batch is always made in
October just to make sure I
haven’t forgotten the recipe!
(See page 5)

I absolutely love buying presents
for family and friends and yes, I
love writing and sending
Christmas cards too! I love
cooking Christmas lunch and
love to see everyone enjoy
themselves.

But the most special thing
about Christmas for me is
the nativity story. As a girl I
went to Sunday School and
I loved the stories about
Jesus and when I learnt
that God loved me so
much that He sent
Jesus to be born in a
manger, then I just
knew that I loved
Jesus. I became a
Christian at the age
of 11. That’s 49
years ago and I can
honestly say it was
the best decision I
ever made.

I want to wish you a happy
Christmas. God bless you.

Jayne Holmes

What Christmas means
to me

1. What did the first ever SMS text message, sent on December
3rd 1992, read?

2. In which year did the US postal system first issue Christmas
stamps?

3. Which fictional land never has a Christmas but it’s always
winter?

4. In which town was Jesus born?
5. What kind of fruit sauce is traditionally eaten with turkey?

Quick
Christmas
Quiz

Answers on
Page 14
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Sheep grazing in the fields
above Gorran Haven was not an
unusual sight in days gone by.
Indeed, on old Ordnance Survey
maps Lamledra is spelt
‘Lambledra’ suggesting a link
with the leather trade, a by-
product of keeping flocks.

J.N. Grose, who farmed Penare
until September 1942, kept a
flock of pedigree South Devon
sheep. He was also President of
the South Devon Flock Book
Association.

In more recent times, we are
more likely to see Polled Dorset
sheep on the Lobbs’ farms at
Corran and Lower & Higher
Kestle. These all white, medium
sized sheep are prolific and able
to breed out of season proving
suitable for all year round supply
for their farm shop.

Likewise, it was shepherds
grazing their sheep on the hills

above Bethlehem that first
Christmas. The Mishnah, the
traditional Jewish doctrine
collected before the third century
AD, suggests that these were not
ordinary shepherds and their
sheep. They were shepherds
appointed to care for the temple
flocks, destined for sacrifices in
the temple five miles away in
Jerusalem. It was to them the
angels gave the news of the birth
of the Messiah who one day
would die at the time of the
afternoon sacrifice at Jerusalem
as the Lamb of God who takes
away the sin of the world dying
once and for all so that the
lambs reared by the shepherds
would not need to die again and
so that we can know forgiveness
of sin and have everlasting life.

No wonder the message of the
angels to the shepherds keeping
watch over their flocks in the
fields to the east of Bethlehem
that first Christmas was “Good
news of great joy that will be for
all the people. Today in the town
of David a Saviour has been
born to you; he is Christ the
Lord.” No wonder too, that when
the shepherds had found the
baby laying in a manger they
returned to their flocks glorifying
& praising God for all the things
that they had heard & seen. May
we also discover the Saviour this
Christmas & celebrate the good
news of great joy.

Sheep on the hills



What Christmas means to me

8

The Gorran Haven
Christmas Shoebox Appeal

Appreciating , perhaps for the first time, the sheer humility of God. Not
only was Jesus born outside of the comforts of normal human
experience (in a borrowed stable) but figuratively and literally he was
surrounded by the manure of that animal filled stable paralleling the
mire of my fallen human condition. It was indeed a rescue mission.
Bob Browning

After all the hussle and bussle of the preparations, enjoying the peace
of the Christmas Eve midnight service. Debbie Browning
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Twenty years ago I
was reading an
article in a
m a g a z i n e
regarding Christian
parents who
wanted to show
their four children
the meaning of
Christmas. So the
idea to make a Crib
plus all the figures
involved in the
Christmas story began. The
father made the wooden stable,
crib, figures, donkey, sheep,
camels, etc., whilst the wife
clothed and painted each. The
four children were delighted with
their Crib and the figures were
moved around the house ending
on Christmas Eve at the stable.

When neighbours visited over
the Christmas period they were
so taken with the Crib they asked
the couple if they could make
one for them. As you can
imagine this carried on to other
friends and was the beginning of
their business.

As much as I love a decorated
Christmas tree, I had been
wanting a crib scene for a very
long time as the birth of Jesus, to
me, is the meaning of Christmas.
So I purchased the full set and
enjoyed the Crib every
Christmas since.

However, after I moved to
Gorran Haven 17 years ago and
as both my daughters had made
their lives abroad, I felt my crib
scene was wasted on just me.
So I offered it to Haven Church
as I thought the young people
from our Youth Groups would
hopefully appreciate seeing the
true meaning of Christmas.

We have all enjoyed seeing the
nativity scene each Christmas. It
reminds us that God so loved us,
that He sent His Son to be our
Saviour.

O come all ye faithful
O come let us adore Him

Christ the Lord.

From a Haven Church member.

The True Meaning Of Christmas
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Christmas for me as a child
was always exciting but as I
got older I soon realised
that my Christmas was not
like the Christmas my
friends celebrated.

I was born into a farming
family in Derbyshire and, as
it was a dairy farm, the
cows had to be milked,
calves and sheep to feed
even on Christmas Day. As
a teenager I had to take my
turn at milking and feeding
animals. My father, brother and I
all worked hard Christmas
morning to make sure all the jobs
were done so that we could enjoy
our Christmas lunch, with a short
break before going back outside
for milking at 4pm.

In 1977 we hardly celebrated
Christmas. Our farm was part of
the Flagg race course and was
very popular to those who loved
to ride and hunt.

Two weeks before Christmas my
Dad had a visit from a royal
family aid. He asked if Prince
Charles could come hunting on
our land and use the farm as a
base.

We were sworn to secrecy as
they didn’t want the press to find
out about our royal visitor.

For two weeks every spare
minute was used to tidy, clean
sheds and prepare for the visit.
My Mum spent time cleaning,
cooking and baking ready for the
royal lunch guest.

My Mum made her own bread
and even made up sandwiches
for Prince Charles to take with
him as he was going back to
Sandringham.

Prince Charles was the perfect
guest. Though we didn’t spend
Christmas Day as we normally
would, having the future king in
our home was quite something at
Christmas but even more special
to each one of us as a family is
the fact that we celebrate the
birth of Jesus, the King of Kings,
every Christmas.

Richard Holmes

A Prince For Christmas



What Christmas means to me

The most important thing about Christmas for me is the birth of Jesus
and the reason why He came - to be my Saviour. The Son of God
become the Son of Man that I might become a Child of God - and that
is what I am. Anne Standfield

Love and gratitude to God who sent His only Son to be born as a baby
and experience all the things we experience, to suffer and die for us.
A time that we can show that great love to each other. Shelia James
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Little stars is a baby and toddler
group from birth to school and
their parents or grandparents,
aunties and uncles who bring
them along. We meet every
Friday morning during term time
between 10 and 11.30am.

We spend our first hour together
with free play, messy play (which
can be anything to do with water,
sand, lentils and shaving foam)
and a craft which has included
painting, colouring and gluing.
Meanwhile the grownups enjoy a
cuppa, a chat and yummy cake!

After an hour we tidy up the toys
and listen to a visual bible story;
sing some songs with musical
instruments and the children will
enjoy a healthy snack.

We currently have a lovely group
of children and grownups who
love coming and meeting new
people. Any new families would
be very welcome and can just
turn up. It’s also free to come!

For Christmas, we hope to make
it a celebration with lots of fun
crafts and stories about the true
meaning of Christmas.

Carolyn Fox

Little Stars



Cornish author Phil Hadley is known for his works on wartime
Cornwall including the Gorran Haven War Diary and the climax of
his novel A Place And A Name being set in the village. He has
also published a short Christmas story set in Gorran Haven.
Haven Light caught up with him to find out more.

HL - How did you come to write a
Christmas story set in wartime
Gorran Haven?

PH - Last year during the
pandemic most people were
anticipating Christmas with a
sense of gloom and so I wanted to
write a short uplifting story that
would warm the heart whatever
was happening around us. Having
produced the Gorran Haven War
Diary earlier in the year, it made
sense to set it in the village whose
wartime history I had researched.

HL - What’s it about?

PH - It’s the story of Jemima & her
two children evacuated to
Cornwall while her husband is
serving in RAF Bomber
Command. As they step into the
unknown, life in the harbour
community is a challenge for
them, especially when the
telegram boy arrives. As Jemima
struggles with her own emotions &
fears, she wonders what kind of
Christmas it will be for the
children. The unusual answer
comes from an unexpected
source. To find out how it turned
out, you’ll have to read it. No
spoilers here, I’m afraid.

HL - So did you just make up the
detail?

PH - While the story & the main
characters are fictional, the
historical background is accurate,
such as how many in the village
got their milk, or the programmes
they listened to on the wireless
were what the BBC Home Service
actually broadcast on the days in
question. Good history entwined
in an enchanting tale.

AWartime Christmas
In Gorran Haven
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HL - But there’s a mistake! Father
Christmas has nine reindeer.

PH - No, children in Britain in 1940
would only have known of eight.
Rudolph was the invention of
Robert May, an employee of the
Montgomery Ward Department
Store in the USA, as part of an
advertising campaign in 1939. It
was not until the release of Gene
Autry’s record of May’s brother-in-
law’s song Rudolph The Red-
Nosed Reindeer in 1949 that
British children began to hear of a
ninth reindeer. They would have
been familiar with the eight named
in Clement Clarke Moore’s 1822
poem ‘A Visit From St Nicholas’.
Indeed, my father learned it at
school in the 1930s and could
quote it even late in his adult life!
So no mistake, just factually
accurate.

HL - The story includes a carol
service at what was Mount Zion
Chapel, now the home of Haven
Church. How did that come
about?

PH - My first encounter with a
Gorran Haven Christmas a few
years ago included attending the
candlelit carol service at Haven
Church. The chapel was full, the
atmosphere warm & friendly, the
excitement palpable and the
singing of the carols & the
readings of what happened that
first Christmas really brought
home to me afresh the real
meaning of Christmas -
Emmanuel - God with us - and that
was something I felt should be
incorporated into the story to
inspire people reading it during an
unusual and uncertain pandemic
Christmas. So the candlelit carol
service is woven into the story.

HL - It’s only available as an
eBook, so how can we get it?

PH - You’ll find the details on my
website. You don’t have to have a
Kindle. You can download a free
eReader to read it on your phone,
tablet, laptop or PC if your device
doesn’t already have one.

13

For full details on ‘Vacuees Have
Christmas Too visit

philhadleypublications.com



What Christmas means to me
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Nic’s Gluten & Dairy Free
Christmas Shortbread

Ingredients
175g dairy free spread

85g caster sugar (plus extra for sprinkling)
260g gluten free plain flour

40g cornflour
1tsp xanthum gum
2tsp mixed spice

Method
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C and lightly grease a baking tray.
2. Cream together the spread and sugar in a large bowl until light and
fluffy.
3. Mix in the flours, xanthum gum and mixed spice. Mix well until it
forms a smooth dough. Bring the dough together with your hands.
4. Sprinkle some flour on a clean surface and roll out the dough until
1cm thick. Use Christmas shape cutters to make individual biscuits.
5. Place on baking tray and bake for 25 minutes or until a pale golden
colour.
6. Remove from the oven and cool on the tray. Sprinkle with a little
extra sugar if you wish.

As a child and as a parent, Christmas has always been to me a
celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. As a Christian, Christmas has
also been more significant to me as a spiritual time rather than a
commercial time. A time to experience God’s love for the world and for
me personally in sending Jesus. Pam Kendall

QUICK CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS:
1. Merry Christmas. 2. 1962. 3. Narnia. 4. Bethlehem. 5. Cranberry.



What Christmas
means to me
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Christmas Music Quiz

It’s the one time of year that my
family think of others in greater
need than themselves. Liz

A time to celebrate Jesus’ birth.
Beryl

There’s always someone in the family who thinks they know their
Christmas music! Why not test them on our quiz. Answers on page 23.

8. In which year did Chris Hill
have a hit with Bionic Santa?
9. Which Bishop of Truro
inaugurated the service of Nine
Lessons & Carols in a wooden
shack during the building of the
cathedral in 1880?
10.Who first had a hit with ‘The
Boy That Santa Forgot’?
11.What is the Cornish carol ‘Ma
Gron War’n Gelinen’ better
known as?
12.Which song popular at
Christmas is actually about the
Boston Cutter Races held at
Thanksgiving in the USA?
13.Perfect by Ed Sheeran was
the Christmas No 1 in which
year?
14.Who had the first ever
Christmas No 1 in the UK
charts?
15.Who wrote Cliff Richard’s
Christmas No 1 ‘Saviour’s Day’?

1. Which year saw Slade &
Wizzard in the Glam Wars for the
No 1 Christmas slot?
2. Who sang ‘Have Yourself A
Merry Little Christmas’ in the
1944 film ‘Meet Me In St Louis’?
3. What was the Christmas No 1
in 2007?
4. Which north-eastern folk
musician, known for his songs
‘I’ve Got A Daft Pigeon’ & ‘I’ve
Got A Little Whippet’, wrote in
1959 an animal song about
Christmas?
5. Which Christmas carol still
sung today originated in the
mystery play ‘The Pageant Of
The Shearmen & Tailors’?
6. Which Christmas carol whose
tune was written by Handel
actually has as its first 8 notes a
simple scale backwards?
7. Other than blue which colours
are mentioned in the Elvis song
Blue Christmas?



In 1882 a voluntary organisation
was founded in the slums of
Westminster to share the Good
News of Jesus Christ. Its founder
was an Anglican called Wilson
Carlile, who modelled his
organisation on William Booth’s
‘Salvation Army’ which, by then,
had been running for seventeen
years. WilsonCarlilecalledhisnew
organisation the ‘Church Army’.

His work among the poorest
people, in the slums and new
industrial areas of England’s
developing cities at that time,
prompted people to refer to him
as ‘the archbishop of the gutter’.

In 1910, when King Edward VII
was in his final illness, Wilson
Carlile was summoned to the
king’s bedroom in Buckingham
Palace. Just prior to that, Carlile
had been honoured by the King
for his work among the street
people of London. As Wilson
entered the royal bedroom, the
King called out faintly, ‘Well,
Carlile, how are your tramps?’
And before he had time to

respond, the King continued,
‘Never forget, Carlile, that
tramps and kings need the same
Saviour!’ In fact, Carlile didn’t
forget that! Until he died at the
age of 90, he continued to share
with men and women of both
high and low backgrounds about
the Saviour whom he had come
to know personally. He would
tell them about the personal
implication of the angel’s
message to Joseph, just prior to
Jesus’ birth: ‘You are to give him
the name Jesus, because he will
save his people from their sins’
(Matthew chapter 1 verse 21).

Archbishop Of The Gutter

Christmas
Memories

Like many children Christmas Day was the most exciting
day of the year, presents round the Christmas tree. When
I was 8 years old in 1956 I was a given a set of Dinky racing
cars. Before I had a chance to race with them, my elder
sister Frances had lined them up and given them all
names!! Much later, my abiding memory of Christmas was
the first time attending a midnight communion service on
Christmas Eve, a truly magical, peaceful and spiritual time.
Alan Jarrett

16



Christmas
Memories

When I was growing up in Scotland we celebrated
Christmas by hanging up our stockings at the foot of our
beds or over the fireplace for Santa Claus to fill them with
presents. On the Sunday nearest Christmas we had a
Christmas service with Carols and the Christmas story.
Christmas Day was a normal working day with all the
shops open and people were doing their last minute
shopping because most people gave one another

presents. When I was a teenager I got a job in the local post office
delivering letters, Christmas cards & parcels up till & beyond Christmas
Day. We did send cards to family members and close friends (mostly
with pictures of robins on them). We didn't give our local friends cards
as they do here in Cornwall. We either sent them, or just wished our
friends "A merry Christmas!" In Scotland our big celebration time was
Hogmanay when we saw the New Year in usually with a late evening
party and then at 11.45pm we went into the church for a service. After
that we (young ones in our late teens and 20s) went "first footing" to
prearranged homes where we were given shortbread and ginger wine
before we went off on our way again. Pat Sliep

Whiter Than Snow
By Anne Standfield

17
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During the Great War of 1914-18,
Christmas was generally a bleak
affair for those serving on the front
lines and for those anxiously waiting
at home.

The Royal Navy’s Christmas, aboard
ships patrolling the grey Atlantic and
the icy North Sea, was somewhat
ceremonial and traditional, with a
Christmas Day service preceding
Christmas dinner. The surviving
crews wouldn’t see a proper
Christmas at home again until 6
weeks after Armistice in 1918.

A large section of the RN fleet
consisted of minesweepers, among
which was the Belvoir Group, made
up of 20 ships ordered by the
Admiralty in 1916. On the 28th
November that year, one such ship
was launched at Paisley, on a
tributary to the River Clyde. She
was a 213ft, 750 ton vessel attached
to the Third Minesweeper Flotilla,
Granton. She carried a single 4-inch
gun forw’rd, a 12-pounder aft and a
couple of machine guns midships.
The ship was fitted with two Yarrow
coal boilers, producing 1800hp and
a maximum speed of 16 knots. The
progress of these vessels at sea was
anything but covert. Such were the

billows of smoke which the boilers
produced, that these ships were
referred to as ‘Smokey Joes’.

Many of the ships had been named
after coastal towns and villages,
which had sometimes caused
confusion during broken wireless
transmissions. To avoid serious
misunderstandings in relaying
locations, the newer ships were
named after inland locations, and so
this particular minesweeper was
named HMS Cotswold. She had a
complement of 74, including a
fisherman from Step Cottage,
Gorran Haven, called William Ball.

William, and his older brother John,
had grown up fishing on the village
crabbers, built by the renowned
Dick Pill at the boatyard, where
Haven Fish and Chips now stands.
Their father, who was also my great-
grandfather, was a wily fisherman.
One of his fisheries was netting for
grey mullet, and one of his favourite
spots was a rock to the south of Big
Perhaver beach. Unfortunately, in
the early 1900s, red ochre was
discovered in the cliffs above Big
Perhaver and a company set up
business. They planned to load
ships by a zip wire arrangement,
and so they built a steel landing
stage on top of my great-
grandfather’s favourite rock. To add
insult to injury, they kept a work boat
moored to the landing stage, thus
preventing any form of netting
around the rock. Not to be outdone,
the aggrieved fisherman sank the
workboat one night so that he could

Christmas on HMS Cotswold
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shoot his net. However, his
malicious deed was discovered, and
he was prosecuted through the
courts, charged with ‘Piracy on the
High Seas’. Technically, my great-
grandfather had now become a
pirate!

Unlike other members of their
extended family, both Uncle Will and

his brother John, my
grandfather, survived
the Great War, though

my grandfather had
suffered a shell
wound. On their
return, Uncle Will
took up fishing
again and my

grandfather turned his
skills to building,

constructing his own bungalow
‘Schovella’, as well as others in Cliff
Close, Cliff Road and further afield
at Portmellon and Mevagissey.

Meanwhile Uncle Will wanted a
crabber of his own and went to see
Dick Pill, the village boatbuilder.
While Dick Pill’s crabbers were the
same, they were all different, largely
due to his plans sketched freehand
on the workshop floor! Uncle Will’s
new boat at 18ft 3ins was launched
in 1921 and, of course, she had to
be named ‘Cotswold’. Although built
on the lines of a traditional Gorran
lugs’l crabber, she was one of the
first in the village to be fitted with an
engine. This year has been her
centenary!

Much has happened in those 100
years with 100 Christmases. Some
of the Christmas carols sung by the
war-weary sailors on HMS Cotswold
will be sung again this Christmas,

including ‘O Little Town of
Bethlehem’.

Philips Brooks was a giant of a man
and his six-foot-six frame filled the
pulpit when he preached. After
visiting Palestine, he was especially
impressed by the Christmas Eve
service at Bethlehem’s Church of
the Nativity. Three years later, when
he needed a Christmas song for a
children’s service, he recalled that
visit. One of his verses speaks of
God’s greatest gift of a Saviour:

How silently, how silently,
The wondrous Gift is given!

So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming,
But in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive him,
still

The dear Christ enters in.

It is the great Good News message
that ‘the dear Christ still enters in
where meek souls will receive him’.
Geoff Fox
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Christmas Fun
Y M A N G E R J
W S T A B L E E
J I N N P R X S
O K S G O L D U
S S H E C F U S
E T E L M A R Y
P A E W M E D L
H R P O X E N E
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The song Mary’s Boy Child is a
seasonal favourite for many. It
was written by Jester Hairston,
the grandson of slaves & spent 7
weeks at No 1 in 1957 when
recorded by Harry Belafonte, the
first black male to have a No 1 in
the UK. It returned to the charts in
both 1958 and 1959.

Mary’s Boy Child returned to No
1 for 4 weeks in 1978 when
covered by Boney M who mixed
it with a Frank Farian/Fred Jay
song Oh My Lord. It was their
second million selling single in
the UK of 1978.

Liz Mitchell, the lead vocalist of
the group, was a born again
Christian & insisted each of the
group’s albums included at least
one inspirational song. That’s
how in April 1978 Boney M had
released the song “Rivers Of
Babylon” based on the words of
Psalms 137 & 19. It was a
worldwide hit & spent 5 weeks at
No 1 in the UK. Encouraged by
its success the group then
recorded Mary’s Boy Child.

When producer Frank Farian was
developing the group Marcia
Barrett suggested he invite a
Jamaican born girl from England
whom she’d met during a musical
production that had toured
Germany a couple of years
before. She was called Liz
Mitchell. Liz had grown up in a

Christian family but had left all that
behind as a teenager to chase her
dream & experience life. Her time
abroad & on the road left her
dissatisfied & disillusioned & she
returned to England where she
came to realise that her parents’
faith wouldn’t save her or give her
the peace that she longed for until
she personally accepted Jesus as
her Saviour. Liz was born again.
Then came the invitation to join
Boney M & she agreed insisting on
her condition of an inspirational
song on each album. Frank Farian
accepted the unusual terms.

Mary’s Boy Child
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I was a self-absorbed
Hollywood actor when
my wife announced she
had become a Christian.
Our new cleaning lady,
Augusta, a Brazilian,
sang Christian songs as
she worked. When my
wife Kennya asked her

why that’s all she sang, she told her she
was there because we were going to
become Christians. Intrigued, Kennya
grilled her over her faith & came to
realise who Jesus was & what He had
done for her. She committed her life to
Jesus. I watched the dramatic change in
my wife over several months. I said to
myself, ‘There really must be some
authenticity to this because this is my
wife, my best friend. The more she
focused on Jesus the more it made me
curious. Then 9/11 happened. It
impacted me greatly being a New Yorker.
I knew then the only way I could look was
up. When I got to a point where I now
believed Jesus is the Saviour of the world
& I’m now going to ask God to show me
what that means, I prayed to God to
forgive me & save me. I was born again
& that’s when Christmas became very
real for me. Stephen Baldwin
Although I’m Brazilian I grew up in New
York. I studied Graphic Design at
College. I married Stephen in 1990 & had
two girls - Alaia in 1993 & Hailey in 1996.
We hired a Brazilian nanny/housekeeper
& I noticed she was always singing in
Portuguese about Jesus. After two

A Family Christmas
Family Christmas get-togethers can sometimes be fraught occasions.
One family who share a common bond across the generations tell us
what makes them tick and how Jesus became so important to them.

weeks I just had to ask
her about it. I went to
the Brazilian
Evangelical Church in
New York where I was
saved and baptised.
Kennya Baldwin
I grew up in a Christian
family but as I got older it got harder to
follow church & the Bible because it felt
very adult. I don’t want to sound wrong,
but it was boring. I didn’t care about it
anymore until I found a church I felt was
geared toweard young people. That’s
when I developed my own relationship
with God, separate from being raised that
way by my parents. That’s been a cool
journey for me. Now the strength of my
bond with Justin is our faith. Being able to
share that with each other - to have that
bond of faith & spirituality - is so critical
for us. It’s the most important part of our
relationship, following Jesus together,
being a part of the church community
together. It’s everything.
Hailey Bieber (nee Baldwin)
You have all this success in the world but
you’re just like ‘Well, what is this worth if
I’m still feeling empty inside?’ I felt like I
could never turn it around, those terrible
decisions, broken relationships &
relationship habits. Until one night feeling
broken I got down on my knees & asked
Jesus to forgive me. He did. I’ve not got
religion but a relationship with Jesus. I
am set free from bondage & shame. I am
loved, chosen & forgiven.
Justin Bieber
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CHRISTMAS MUSIC QUIZ ANSWERS - 1. 1973. 2. Judy Garland. 3. When You
Believe by Leon Jackson. 4. Eric Boswell - Little Donkey. 5. The Coventry Carol. 6.
Joy To The World. 7. Green (tree) Red (decorations & Christmas of) White. 8. 1976.
9. Edward White Benson. 10. Vera Lynn. 11. Sans Day Carol/Now The Holly Bears
A Berry. 12. Jingle Bells. 13. 2017. 14. Frankie Laine in 1952 with Here In My Heart.
15. Chris Eaton.

Sunday 19th December
Carol Service at 5pm

Christmas Day
Come, Let Us Adore Him! 10.30 - 11.10am

Boxing Day (Sun 26th)
Glory To The New-born King! 4pm

Sunday 2nd January 2022
Now Is The Time… 4pm

Join with us & discover
the joy of Christmas
anew this year

Christmas at Haven



Dreaming Of A White Christmas


